[image: image1.jpg]UNIVERSITY OF

TEESSIDE



[image: image2.jpg]


Institute for Small Business Affairs
NATIONAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP &
SME DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
2-4 November 2004 - Newcastle-Gateshead

CALL FOR PAPERS 2

“Creating Opportunities: Entrepreneurship and SME Development in Education, Policy and Research”

Background

The University of Teesside is the ‘Opportunity University’ and the theme of the 2004 conference reflects this. The conference encourages educators, policy-makers, researchers and business support professionals to review the evolution of entrepreneurship and small business in today’s complex environments. 

Policy needs to respond to an increasingly diverse landscape. Entrepreneurship creates diversity from opportunities.  How well do we understand the processes involved?  What level of diversity is needed in support of diversity?

A wide range of contributions to the conference are invited, including academic papers, working papers and presentations on innovations and models of good practice in business support, entrepreneurship education and SME policy.

Throughout the conference the main theme will be the opportunities and diversity created through entrepreneurship.  The main issues addressed by the papers and presentations will be:

· Entrepreneurship education and learning 

· New enterprise creation and incubation

· Public policy and support for entrepreneurship and SMEs

· Small business development

Within these main issues are a number of more specialised topics which form the basis of the structure of the conference. Potential speakers are asked to categorise their contribution under one of the following main topics as applicable, although papers on other relevant topics will be considered.

a 
- 
Advancing entrepreneurship education for all ages

b 
- 
Building entrepreneurial and small businesses

c 
- 
Community and social enterprise development

d - 
Developing entrepreneurship and SMEs in emerging economies * 

e 
- 
Ethnic and minority entrepreneurship and small business

f 
- 
Family business entrepreneurship and succession

g 
- 
Government policies on entrepreneurship and small business

h 
- 
Hi-growth and hi-tech SME cluster development and support

i 
- 
Incubators and innovation support for entrepreneurship

k 
- 
Knowledge, learning and skills for entrepreneurs & SMEs

o 
- 
On-line entrepreneurs - ICT in SME development and support

r 
- 
Regional, rural and urban entrepreneurship & SME development

v 
- 
Venture capital, business angels and finance for SMEs

w 
-
Women’s entrepreneurship and SME development

y 
- 
Youth entrepreneurship and SME development

A more detailed list of tracks and topics expected is available as a separate Information Sheet No NC540.   All papers will be grouped into parallel tracks for presentation, led by experts in each field.

CALL FOR PAPERS 2
Contributions invited

Contributions can be one of four different types:

(Amendments for this edition marked *)

· 
Refereed papers

· Working and summary papers

· Best practice showcases

· Symposia

A one-page abstract is the first essential from all Speakers in order to facilitate allocation to appropriate Tracks and then publication in the Conference Handbook.  The Track Leaders will assess each abstract and determine where it can best be scheduled within the conference programme.

Refereed papers

Refereed research papers will be aimed at peer reviewed journal publication.  Papers will be refereed either by Track Referees or by the Journal Referees if offered to a specific journal pathway.  Accepted refereed papers will be clearly identified in the proceedings and should be close to publishable standard. Acceptable length will relate to the target journal (normally 5,000-7,000 words and no more than 20 pages). Each paper will have 20-25 minutes for presentation and discussion in the appropriate track of the conference.  The full text will be published in the refereed proceedings.

Deadlines for refereed papers Abstracts of approximately 200-300 words on or before 
30th April 2004; complete papers on or before 30th June 2004*; post-refereeing finalised papers by 
17th September 2004.  (See Web site or Information Sheet NC522 on Abstract Content & Format.)

Working papers and summary reports:  

These papers will describe ideas or work in progress and will give an insight into current research activities and trends in entrepreneurship and SME policy and development.  They may also be based on evaluation reports.  All working papers will be subject to acceptance by Track Leaders.  These papers will have 15-20 minutes for presentation and discussion, or more time if available.  A 20-page limit will be set for inclusion in the CD-ROM of Conference Proceedings.  (See NC526 on format)*

Deadlines for working papers and summary reports: Abstracts of approximately 200-300 words on or before 31st July 2004*, final working papers for inclusion on CD-ROM by 17th September 2004.
Best Practice Showcase

These presentations will enable practitioners to promote excellent and effective practice.  There must be evidence of the effectiveness of the practices presented. Best Practice can relate to any of the tracks in the conference in business support, entrepreneurship education or policy.  Each showcase will have 15-20 minutes for presentation and discussion, or more time if available. A summary of the presentation and/or 6 key overheads will be published in the proceedings.

Deadlines for best practice showcase: Summaries or slides, including evidence of evaluation, by 
31st July 2004*.  Final presentation files for inclusion on CD-ROM by 17th September 2004
Symposia

Proposals for special interest symposia are also invited.  These should be self-contained in terms of chair/speakers and a plan for participation by the attendees, and be scheduled for a maximum of 
1 hour 30 minutes. They should link to one of the main themes of the conference. A one-page description of each symposium and its panel will be included in the proceedings.  Linked discussion papers may be published with the proceedings if appropriate.

Deadlines for Symposia: Description, objectives, plan of activities and target audience by 
31st July 2004*.  Linked discussion papers for inclusion on CD-ROM by 17th September 2004.

Best paper awards

Certificates and cash awards will be given for the Best Paper in each Track.  There will also be a number of sponsored awards that relate to several specific themes and also to academic, educator or practitioner orientation.  The detailed judging criteria will be published on the web site shortly.
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